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FACULTY PROFILE: 
ROBERT STEIN ’61
Everett Fraser Professor of Law
Distinguished Global Professor

Professor Stein, a nationally 
recognized authority in estate 
planning, trusts, and probate law, is 
an academic fellow of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel, 
an academician in the International 
Academy of Estate and Trust Law,  
a fellow in the American College of 
Tax Law, and of counsel to the law 
firm of Gray Plant Mooty.

The list of Robert Stein’s positions  
at the University of Minnesota is 
impressive—and lengthy. Faculty 
member, associate dean, and dean  
of the Law School. Vice president  
of administration and planning  
and acting general counsel for the 
University. President of the University 
Alumni Association. University 
representative to the NCAA. Member 
of a remarkable number of commit-
tees, task forces, and advisory groups 
on topics ranging from labor policy 
to ethics, athletics to academic 
freedom. 

Stein held most of these positions 
prior to 1994, when he became 
executive director and chief  
operating officer of the American  
Bar Association. After 12 years 
managing a 900-person staff at the 
ABA, Stein says, “I came back to the 
Law School to teach, and I just love 
it. I get to talk about ideas with 
brilliant young people all day long. 
Life couldn’t be better.”

Stein’s teaching load includes two 
classes he developed: a course called 
Great Cases That Have Shaped the 
Nation, and one of the country’s first 
seminars on the rule of law. The latter 
he developed after travels with U.S. 
Supreme Court Justices Sandra Day 
O’Connor, Anthony Kennedy, and 
Stephen Breyer to countries working 

their way out of dictatorships.  
“When I returned to the Law School 
in 2006,” he says, “it was more 
evident than ever that we needed  
to be a global school teaching about 
the rule of law.”

Great Cases, in which students read 
and discuss 20 seminal U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, has become a Law 
School favorite. “It acquaints them 
with the court as much as the cases,” 
Stein says. “It’s a way of learning 
about constitutional law in a more 
contextual way.”

He also moderates the Stein 
Conversations, which he founded  
and endowed to bring U.S. Supreme 
Court justices and other luminaries 
to campus to share their insights.  
“It’s enormously beneficial for law 
students to experience our legal 
leaders up close,” says Stein. “Each 
conversation brings something 
different. Vice President Mondale 
talked about national security and the 
Constitution. Justice Scalia focused 
on the due process clause. With 
Justice Sotomayor, it was all about  
her humanity. With Justice Ginsburg, 
it was women’s rights.”

The program grew out of Stein’s 
acquaintance with Sandra Day 
O’Connor. “When I was dean 
[1979-94], I wanted women gradu-
ates to be more involved at the Law 
School, so I invited Justice O’Connor 
to visit. She represented such possibil-
ities for women. That event impressed 
on me how important it is to bring 
these leaders to campus.”

Stein, a south Minneapolis native, 
was the first person in his family to 
go to college. He was also the Law 
School’s first summa cum laude 
graduate—and was just 22 when he 
earned his J.D. He practiced law for 

three years in Milwaukee before 
answering what he terms “a recurring 
call” from the Law School to teach.  
“I loved practice, but I quickly 
discovered I loved law teaching and 
scholarship even more,” he says. 

Last year, Stein received another 
high accolade that reflects his 
penchant for going above and 
beyond: the University President’s 
Award for Outstanding Service.  
And his influence at the Law  
School remains robust. “Many of  
our ongoing relationships with law 
schools in other countries can be 
traced to Bob’s direction and efforts,” 
says Dean Garry W. Jenkins. “Our 
school relies on his experience, insight, 
and advice in a great many areas.”

Stein relishes the time he has to 
write. He’s completed three books in 
the past five years: Law School Success 
in a Nutshell: A Guide to Studying  
Law and Taking Law School Exams,  
co-written with Professor Ann 
Burkhart; The Rule of Law in the  
21st Century: A Worldwide Perspective, 
co-written with former South 
African Justice Richard J. Goldstone, 
with a foreword by Justice Ginsburg; 
and Forming a More Perfect Union:  
A History of the Uniform Law 
Commission, with a foreword by 
Justice O’Connor.

He continues to serve on the board 
of directors of the American Friends 
of Uppsala University, where he has 
proposed creating an immigration  
law clinic.

“I’m having such a wonderful 
time,” Stein says. “People always ask, 
‘What’s your dream job?’ Well, I’ve 
got it.”

By Kathy Graves, a writer based  

in Minneapolis
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